THE   FAILURE   OF   RUSSIAN   INDUSTRY

meantime would be terrible. The early hopes of the
revolution would fade more and more. Every failure of
industry, every tyrannous regulation brought about by
the desperate situation, is used by the Entente as a justi-
fication of its policy. If a man is deprived of food and
drink, he will grow weak, lose his reason, and finally
die. This is not usually considered a good reason for
inflicting death by starvation. But where nations are
concerned, the weakness and struggles are regarded as
morally culpable, and are held to justify further
punishment. So at least it has been in the case of
Russia. Nothing produced a doubt in our governing
minds as to the rightness of our policy except the
strength of the Red Army and the fear of revolution in
Asia. Is it surprising that professions of humanitarian
feeling on the part of English people are somewhat
coldly received in Soviet Russia?
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